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Especially during the Seven Years' War had the imperial city come into touch with the greater powers of Europe, and young Goethe, as a grandson of the chief magistrate, had formed clearer conceptions of their military and diplomatic activities, their influential men and their several strengths than many a mature man possessed, who had acquired his information from newspapers and books. As time went on, his personal acquaintance with high officials widened. Among them we may mention the great Darmstadt minister, Karl Friedrich von Moser, whose Herr unc Diener had strongly influenced Goethe as a boy; MiBtarj Councillor Merck and Privy Councillor Hesse, both likewise of Darmstadt; Chancellor of the Electorate of Treves voi Laroche of Ehrenbreitstein; Councillor of Finance of th< Electorate of the Palatinate Fritz Jacobi of Dusseldorf, whc was not only a sentimental poetising philosopher, but alsc a thorough political economist with ideas of sweeping re form; former Minister of the Electorate of Mainz voi Groschlag of Dieburg;the Baden Minister von Edelshein of Karlsruhe, one of the most eminent statesmen of Ger many in that period, and his subaltern, Superior Judge J G. Schlosser, Goethe's brother-in-law, one of the most dis tinguished officials having to do with affairs of genera interest to the margraviate. To these may be added th many experienced statesmen whom Goethe met in Wetzlai It would be wrong to suppose that Goethe converse* with these men about none but belletristic or purel; human things; on the contrary, from manifold indica tions we may take it for granted that statecraft was theme often and seriously discussed. His political educa tion was due, however, less to early instruction and pel sonal intercourse than to his study of countries and peoples To this he brought an interest as great as his talent. Hi extraordinary imagination was accompanied by an extra ordinary power of objective and penetrative observatior While other mortals usually receive only a fragmentar conception and impression of real conditions, they wei revealed to his open eyes and impressed upon his open min